Tuberculosis of the odontoid bone: a rare but treatable cause of quadriplegia.
Radiologic investigation plays an important role in the diagnosis and management of tuberculosis of the odontoid bone. Immediate confirmation of the condition by examination of tissue and surgery may save lives and reduce the morbidity rate substantially. When the clinical history is appropriate, a diagnosis of tuberculosis is strongly suggested by plain films of the cervical spine showing precervical swelling of the soft tissues, narrowing of the disk spaces and focal erosion of the bones and by computed tomography scans demonstrating details of the soft-tissue abnormality, focal bony erosion and sclerosis.